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The Problem 

 >30% of Irish GHG emissions  

 Emissions reductions target 

 -20%   40% 

 Difficult to mitigate 

 Not simply energy`- Bio-Chemical Processes 

 Potent Gasses 

 Rapid expansion of the industry – 

Particularly dairy 

 Plus and minus on farms 

 Difficult to regulate  

Nitrous Oxide  35% 

Sources of Greenhouse Gasses on the Farm 

Methane    62% 

Carbon Dioxide  3% 
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The Objective 

To improve the carbon efficiency of Irish Agricultural Produce 

 Develop awareness – Farmers and support professionals 

 Identify mitigation potential at farm level 

 Focus on negative cost options – win-win 

 Quantify financial benefits 

 Focus on efficiency 

 Identify pathways for action 

 Targets  

 Plan of action 

 Track improvement 

 Support marketing of Irish Product - Price 





The Carbon Navigator Partnership –  

DATA Model 

Farm data to quantify 

Farm GHG emissions 

(Bord Bia & Carbon Trust) 

Identification and 

quantification of 

mitigation potential 

Teagasc Research 



Key Issues for Data Model 

 Co-operation and Integration   

 Efficiency in Process 

 Data hungry user input does not work in Adviser Farmer Context 

 Permission based access to DAFM and ICBF databases (Land, cropping animals) 

 Sustainability data collection integrated into Quality Assurance Scheme 

 “Perfect is the enemy of good” 

 Carbon Navigator – Does not count Carbon at farm level  

 Focus on Setting Targets and looking at actions needed to achieve 

 Support for engagement 

 DAFM Knowledge based support – Available service and incentivisation 


