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Shocks and Stresses



Cork City Council’s Response to Covid-19

1. Community Response 2. Socio Economic Response

3. Looking to the Future



Community 
Response to Covid-

19 



Community Response to Covid-19 

•Community Response Forum (CRF) established to enable a coordinated community response

•Centralised point of contact but local response through one of 16 multi-agency teams using, 
local knowledge and connections to address local problems with bespoke local solutions

•Community led decision making with support from statutory bodies



Building 
Social 
Resilience: 
CRF Task 
Groups 

• Food Distribution 

• Bridging the Digital 

Divide

• Youth Response 

• Wellbeing



Socio Economic Response

• Urban Centres under pressure before Covid-19

• Cork City is a key regional driver - enhances the need 
to ensure sustainable recovery 

• Multi-agency business supports in collaboration with 
the Local Enterprise Office, Department of Enterprise 
Trade and Employment and local business groups inc.
• +1,200% trading online vouchers
• +600 business continuity vouchers
• +5,000 businesses received a rates waiver
• +3,300 Businesses received Restart Grant  

• Reimagine Cork Summer ‘20 & ’21
• Create a Vibrant Liveable City 
• Focus on Greening the City and on enhancing the 

City Centre Experience
• Creativity, placemaking and culture



Enhancing the Economic and Environmental

Sustainability of the City

Greening the 
City: Air Quality 
Moss Walls and 

Planters

Modular Paving 
Facilitating 

Outdoor Dining

Pedestrianisation 
of 17 Streets

Addition of 
Permanent Cycle 
Lanes and Bike 

Parking

Urban 
Parklets

Extended Street 
Furniture Licenses 
including winter 

proofing



Looking to the Future: Enhancing Resilience to 

the Weather Impact of Climate Change
• Climate Change is a constant threat to urban resilience

• Increasing sea level rise and frequency and severity 
of tidal flooding events, storms and droughts

• New flood defence schemes in planning

• Cork City Development Plan (2022-2028)
• ‘A resilient city that addresses 

challenges and risks of climate 
change and pandemics’

• Green and Blue Infrastructure 
Strategy

• Focus on Climate Adaptation and Mitigation in the 
short, medium and long term 
• Climate Change Adaptation Strategy (2019 – 2024) 

and Governance Groups
• Decarbonised Zone (DZ) identified by 30th April
• Draft Air Quality Strategy and Sensors Project
• Draft Biodiversity and Heritage Strategy



Looking to the Future and Advancing Learnings

• The importance of building resilience cannot be underestimated.

• Transition of efforts over time from crisis response to local development: nurture and grow 
multi-agency relationships and maintain structures and supports.

• Recognise the value of, and strengthen the community, volunteer and creative sectors.

• Explore opportunities for sustainable city living including the 15 minute city, supporting the 
local business base and transition from carbon based to sustainable transport.

• Use transformative projects such as the Docklands development as a world class case study 
for sustainable compact living and working.

• Build on opportunities that have emerged e.g. community collaboration, permanent 
pedestrianisation, outdoor dining,  advance active travel (Lee to Sea Greenway) and blue and 
green infrastructure etc.

• Delivery of place based quality of life infrastructure will be central to recovery and resilience.

• How can resilience frameworks and methodologies build our resilience?
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