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Key Objectives
1) Develop innovative climate dialogues strategy 
using deliberative and participatory approaches

2) Test novel communication methods to enhance 
engagement and stimulate dialogue on climate 

action
Key Outputs

1) A tool-kit for conducting deliberative 
engagements on climate change;

2) A set of co-produced scenarios for low carbon 
and climate resilience;

3) An assessment complementarity between 
adaptation and mitigation scenarios for Ireland

About us

Imagining2050.ucc.ie @imagining2050

C
on

tr
ib

ut
or

s
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“Bridging the gap” 
Identifying the determinants and conditions for community 
engagement in Climate Action



Rationale
Promoting societal engagement with climate action beyond the ballot

1. Citizen engagement in democratic 
processes is changing beyond the 
ballot box 

2. Democratic innovations such as participatory 
budgeting and citizens’ assemblies seek to give 
people more voice and power 

3. The design and delivery of engagements 
can be tailored to reflect different needs 
and contexts

4. Guidelines around inclusion, equality and 
reasoned judgement ensure diverse and respectful 
discussions leading to proposals based on facts, the 
needs of others, and the future



EXPLORING DELIBERATIVE PROCESSES

CONNECTING DELIBERATIVE PROCESS

Stage1 preliminary engagements, surveys and
networking.

Stage 2 visioning and scenario building 
deliberative workshops

Stage 3 sharing findings from the deliberative
workshops with the local community, policy
makers, experts and wider civil society.

Citizens’ 
Juries

12-26

Citizens’ 
Assemblies

100-160

Future 
Workshop

12-25

Deliberative 
Futures 
workshop

12-25Participants

No of meetings 4-5 days 20-30 days 1 day 3 days

Selection method Random 
selection

Random 
selection

Open to all + 
targeting

Open to all + 
targeting

Activities

Expert 
presentations + 
small group 
deliberation

Expert 
presentations + 
small group 
deliberation

Critique 
Visioning 
Implementa-
tion

Information 
Critique
Visioning 
Implementation

Result
Collective 
position report

Detailed 
recommenda-
tions Action Plan

Community 
report + detailed 
proposals.



VISIONING AND
SCENARIO TOOLS

Empathy Mapping

Audience PollsStory Boarding

Community Mapping

Sense 
Making

Ballot







• Getting the basics right

• Looking for co-benefit 
opportunities

• Target Transport

• Links to health and wellbeing 
Health and Wellbeing 

• Building dialogue across 
society and enriching our 
civic imagination

• Cross-scale conversations, 
scaling-down and scaling up

• Shallow levels of agreement 
between community and 
decision-making/expert 
stakeholders masking deeper 
levels of disagreement

Local visions of change

Practitioner insights

Take Home Messages
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E: alexandra.revez@ucc.ie
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