
Programme

08.30 - 09.30 Registration Open

Delivering Ireland's Energy System
For the economy, society, and the environment - it’s time to 
change the conversation. 

Welcome and Chair: Ms  Elizabeth Canavan, Department of An 
Taoiseach and Deputy Chair of NESC

Conference Opened by Minister Darragh O’Brien, TD

Opening Address: Dr Brian Motherway, IEA

09.30 - 10.00

10.00 - 11.15 Map, Milestones and Destination
How can we reinforce confidence in Ireland’s model for transition 
to a decarbonised power system? 

Keynote Address: Mr Kevin O'Donovan, Statkraft. 

Panel (Chaired by Prof. Lisa Ryan, UCD): 
Mr Kevin O’Sullivan, Journalist and Author
Dr Val Cummins, Simply Blue Group
Mr Dave Linehan, Wind Energy Ireland
Mr Ronan Power, Solar Ireland

11.15 - 11.45 Break

Parts, Puzzles and Possibilities
How do we ensure that the diverse parts of the energy transition 
align and work cohesively to deliver economic, social, and 
environmental gains? 

Keynote Address: Dr Lewis Akenji, Hot or Cool Institute. 

Panel (Chaired by Mr Jim Scheer, SEAI)
Ms Pauline O’Reilly, Irish District Energy Association
Prof. Geraint Ellis, Queen’s University Belfast
Mr David Noronha, Eirgrid Group
Mr Conor Minogue, IBEC

11.45 - 12.45

12.45 - 13.30 Networking Lunch

13.30 - 14.30 People and Energy - Inclusion and Opportunities
What are the benefits and opportunities for households and 
communities in the energy transition? What is needed to support 
their participation? 

Keynote Address: Prof. Frances Fahy, University of Galway. 

Panel (Chaired by Dr Diarmuid Torney, DCU): 
Mr Cormac Walsh, Energy Co-operatives Ireland
Ms Jeanne Spillane, UCC / Maharees Conservation Association
Ms Anabel O'Hora, TCD / Children’s and Young People’s 
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss 
Ms Ali Sheridan, Just Transition Commission

14.30 - 15.30 Action Now, Next and Later
What are the key steps that need to be taken to breathe more life 
into the energy transition? 

Keynote Address: Dr. Paul Deane, University College Cork. 

Panel (Chaired by Ms Marie Donnelly, Climate Change Advisory 
Council): 
Dr Muireann Lynch, ESRI
Mr Paul Phare, Energy4All
Dr Paul Saunders, NTMA / ISIF 
Ms Rachel Minch, Phillip Lee LLP

15.30 - 15.45 Follow-on, Next Steps and Commitment
Closing Remarks: Ms Oonagh Buckley, Department of Climate, 
Energy and the Environment. 

Conference Close: Dr Larry O'Connell, NESC
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